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Method Park and HiRain Technologies agree on Cooperation

Method Park, the German expert in software & systems engineering and provider of process management solutions, and HiRain Technologies, a Chinese supplier of development tools and electronic products, concluded a partnership agreement in September 2013. HiRain Technologies is now the official reseller of "Stages" on the Chinese market.
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Stages” is a Method Park in-house development. It has established itself worldwide as a vital tool for the management of software and system development processes. The advantage of "Stages" is that it can be integrated in many development environments, such as IBM's Rational Team Concert. 
Founded in 1998, HiRain Technologies is now one of the leading suppliers of development tools and electronic products for the Chinese automotive industry. IBM is one of the company's most important business partners; a consulting service on the use of IBM tools is an integral component in the HiRain service portfolio. With its Technical Support Team, HiRain advises and trains its customers throughout China.
Prof. Dr. Bernd Hindel, CEO of Method Park, summarizes what the Erlangen based company is targeting: "China is a very attractive market for us. From a European point of view, growth rates in China are considerable. The Chinese automotive market alone expects to grow by 15 per cent in the current year. HiRain Technologies will help us to open up this market."
"Our employees have in-depth experience with the IBM tool RTC. The integration of RTC and "Stages" and the partnership with Method Park are now opening up completely new opportunities for HiRain. From now on we are in a position to also provide our customers with efficient support in the management of their business and development processes," explains Jinchao Li, who is responsible for the automotive industry at HiRain Technologies.

About Method Park
For many years now Method Park has operated a successful consulting service for software used in safety-critical systems in the automobile industry and medical technology. Method Park develops its own software solutions here, bringing in considerable know-how in areas in which the highest standards of quality and safety need to be met. Method Park uses this expertise to offer its customers diverse solutions from a single source to contribute to the success of all its customer companies.
Method Park is the competent enterprise to contact for consulting, coaching, training, engineering services and products related to software development processes. The web-based process management portal "Stages", developed by Method Park, supports users in the practical implementation of development processes. Stages ensures that defined standards of quality are met (e.g. CMMI and SPICE) and that procedure models are implemented (e.g. XT V-model), The portal facilitates well-distributed, global cooperation beyond corporate borders.
Founded in Erlangen, Germany, in 2001, Method Park has around 100 employees at its locations in Erlangen, Munich, Stuttgart and Detroit in the USA.



About Hirain Technologies
Since founded in 1998, HiRain Technologies has become one of the leading Chinese suppliers for development tools, automotive electronic products, consulting and training services. At present, HiRain has nine offices. All are located in major cities of China, among which two manufacturing plants are in Beijing and Shanghai. As member of AUTOSAR (AUTomotive Open System ARchitecture) and CiA (CAN in Automation), HiRain has recently been qualified with CMMI-DEV v1.3-L2 as project management system and quality management system. North America and Europe also witnessed HiRain’s expanding efforts to supply customers globally. So far, major customers include GM, Inalfa, FAW, BAIC, Chang'an, Magna, Ford, SAIC, Jaguar & Land Rover, etc.
HiRain is guided by the principles of customer value, high quality, and superior customer service. HiRain currently maintains a very talented team - sixty five of them have obtained either a Doctorate or Master’s degree in engineering or business. Together, they build a corporate culture that advocates democracy and science, inspires initiative and creativity, and encourages cooperation and communication.
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